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We plan to spend 2020 studying Jesus. Commit to spend at least 10 We plan to spend 2020 studying Jesus. Commit to spend at least 10 
minutes each day writing these verses. See the back to learn more about minutes each day writing these verses. See the back to learn more about 
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Luke is unique among the gospel writers in two ways. First, it appears Luke is unique among the gospel writers in two ways. First, it appears 
he never saw Jesus in person. Second, Luke is a Gentile Christian. he never saw Jesus in person. Second, Luke is a Gentile Christian. 
This makes Luke very “relatable” for most of us. He didn’t grow up This makes Luke very “relatable” for most of us. He didn’t grow up 
as a Jew and He came to faith because of what He heard from as a Jew and He came to faith because of what He heard from 
eyewitnesses. His twin volumes of Luke and Acts are written to a eyewitnesses. His twin volumes of Luke and Acts are written to a 
Christian named Theophilus to help encourage him in his faith, but Christian named Theophilus to help encourage him in his faith, but 
they can encourage all of us in our faith, too.they can encourage all of us in our faith, too.

Luke’s writing is very fact based and he tells us he did extensive Luke’s writing is very fact based and he tells us he did extensive 
research to produce these two books, interviewing as many eye research to produce these two books, interviewing as many eye 
witnesses as he could. As he transitions from the story of the life, witnesses as he could. As he transitions from the story of the life, 
death, and resurrection of Jesus to the Acts of the Apostles and death, and resurrection of Jesus to the Acts of the Apostles and 
early church, Luke becomes a part of his own story. Certain passages early church, Luke becomes a part of his own story. Certain passages 
in Acts begin to use first person pronouns as Luke travels with Paul. in Acts begin to use first person pronouns as Luke travels with Paul. 

Perhaps it is because of his background as a Gentile, but Luke Perhaps it is because of his background as a Gentile, but Luke 
emphasizes the role that typically disenfranchised people play in the emphasizes the role that typically disenfranchised people play in the 
ministry of Jesus and work of the early church. Luke tells us about ministry of Jesus and work of the early church. Luke tells us about 
many women who helped Jesus and about Gentiles that played key many women who helped Jesus and about Gentiles that played key 
roles in the church. roles in the church. 

How To Study the Gospels
The gospel accounts are all told as stories about the life, death, and 
resurrection of Jesus. All Scripture is inspired, but stories must 
be studied differently than sermons or letters. There is a purpose 
behind each story and they are told to make a point, but it is 
always important to remember the big picture when studying the 
gospels. It is rarely a good idea to develop a major point of doctrine 
from one story of one event in a gospel. Instead we should use the 
gospels to help us see Jesus more clearly.
1. When reading a story of Jesus ask yourself how the people in 

the story saw Him. Then ask how the readers of the gospel 
would see Jesus in this passage. 

2. What can we learn about the character or mission of Jesus from 
this event in His life? 


